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I. Learning Outcomes:

The Student at the successful completion of the course shall be able to:

1. Demonstrate the knowledge relating to research, its role in enhancement of knowledge in
social sciences in general and economics in particular;

2. Formulate a good research design to undertake mini research projects with a view to studying
the socio-economic problems of the society;

3. Undertake a field survey by himself/herself to collect relevant data and information relating to
his/her project work;

4. Develop capacity to write a simple project report with all relevant components on the research
project undertaken by him/her.

II. Syllabus: (Hours: Teaching: 60, Training: 10, Others Including Unit Tests: 05)

Unit 1: Foundations of Research

Meaning and Importance of Research - Scientific Research – Social Science Research – Methods of

ensuring Objectivity in Social Science Research – Limitations of Research in Social Science – Ethics

in Research.

Unit 2: Classification of Research

Pure and Applied Research – Exploratory and Descriptive Research – Diagnostic Research – Action

Research – Analytical Research – Evaluation Research – Experimental Research Design – Concepts of

Independent and Dependent Variables – Case Study method.

Unit 3: Planning of Research Project

Selection of a Research Problem – Criteria for Selecting a Research Problem – Review of Theoretical

and Related Research Studies - Choice of Secondary and Primary Data for the Study - Choice of

Census and Sample Data – Preparation of a Research Proposal – Components of a good Research

Proposal.



Unit 4: Implementation of a Project Design

Field Work and Collection of Data – Choice of Schedules and Questionnaire – Pilot Study – Role of

Observation and Participation – Documentary Evidences - Projective Techniques: Functions and

Types - Editing Data – Graphical and Statistical Analysis of Data using Appropriate Statistical

Techniques.

Unit 5: Report Writing

Types of Research Report – Target Audience – Nature of Language to be used in Research Report -

Outlines of a good Research Report – Prefatory Items – Body of the Report – Terminal Items:

Differences between References and Bibliography – Appendices - Ethical values in Research Report -

Plagiarism Test - Components of a good Research Paper.
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IV. Co-Curricular Activities:

a) Mandatory (Training of students in the related skills by the teacher for a total 10 Hours)
1) For Teacher: Training of students by teacher in the classroom and in the field for a total of not less
than10 hours on skills and hands on experience like evaluation of program, selection of research
problem, doing literature survey, preparation of research proposal, data editing, graphs and statistics,
writing research report and paper etc. and make field visit to study a simple research issue. The
expertise of practicing researcher can be utilized for this purposes.

2) For Student: Students shall take up small research issue of their interest and visit a field area
related to that problem. They shall write their individual observations in the given format, not
exceeding 10 pages, and submit to the teacher, as Fieldwork Report

3) Suggested Fieldwork Format (Report shall not exceed 10 pages):
Title Page, Student Details, Acknowledgments, Index page, Objectives, Step-wise process, Findings,
Conclusion & References.
4) Max Marks for Fieldwork Report: 05
5) Unit Tests/Internal Examinations.

b) Suggested Co-Curricular Activities
1. Invited Lectures with academic experts and researchers.
2. Hands on experience by field experts.
3. Assignments.
4. Debates on related topics.
5. Seminars, Group discussions, Quiz, etc.
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